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 NIANTIC - When Army Major Dan Thomas’ career as a 
military pilot was ended by a severe eye injury suffered in 
a rocket attack in Afghanistan three years ago, a big part 
of his psychological recovery came from riding and car-
ing for his horses.  
 “Being blown up was quite a traumatic experience and 
the horses were what worked for me,” Thomas said Mon-
day while picking up two horses he bought through a De-
partment of Agriculture auction and will use in a horse-
therapy program for military veterans he and his wife are 
opening at their Alabama ranch. “It worked for me and I 
know it works for other people because I’ve seen it.” 
 Thomas, who retired from the Army last week, and his 
wife Amy, a retired Army Captain, purchased two of the 
more than 30 horses auctioned by the Dept. of Agricul-
ture after being seized in February from the Fairy Tail 
Equine breeding facility in East Hampton as part of an 
animal cruelty investigation that led to two arrests.  
  

 Bidding in the month-long, sealed-bid auction ended 

June 1, and this week the horses’ new owners began 

picking them up at the department’s large-animal reha-

bilitation facility located at the York Correctional Institu-

tion. The auction of the Friesan, Gypsy Vanner and An-

dalusian horses drew dozens of bids from around the 

country and as far away as Alaska. 

 All proceeds from the auction will go to the depart-

ment’s Animal Abuse Cost Recovery Account, which 

helps pay for the care of all animals removed from their 

owners in neglect cases.  

 Inmates at the all-female prison in Niantic help care for 
the animals through the Second Chance program, run in 
conjunction with the Department of Correction.  
 Dan said the situation is quite different in Alabama, 
where he said almost all animal rescue and rehabilitation 
is done by private organizations, which often cannot  
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   FIRST HORSES SEIZED FROM EAST HAMPTON BREEDER GO TO  
NEW HOMES THROUGH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AUCTION   
         By Steve Jensen, Office of Agriculture Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky   



  LANCASTER, PA., LIVESTOCK  
        SUMMARY 
  

       Avg. Dressing         
  

                      LOW           HIGH 

 SLAUGHTER COWS Avg. Dressing  

   breakers 75-80% lean        73.00    78.50 

 boners 80-85% lean       72.00    77.50 

lean 88-90% lean         70.00      75.50 

 SLAUGHTER STEERS          

 Hi Ch/Prime 3-4       127.00  131.50 
 Choice 2-3         122.00  128.50 

 Sel 1-2           118.00  123.50 

 SLAUGHTER HOLSTEIN STEERS 

 Hi Ch/Prime3-4      120.00  123.00 

 Ch 2-3             111.00  118.00 

 Sel 1-2           105.00  111.00 

 SLAUGHTER HEIFERS  

 Hi Ch/Prime 3-4      125.50  128.00 

 Ch 2-3             116.00  121.00 

 Select 1-2           no test 
 CALVES - Graded bull 

 No 1 90-112 lbs      197.00  217.00 

 SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn  

               Markets: Choice and Prime 2-3  
  40-50 lbs           265.00  305.00 

  50-60 lbs          250.00  290.00 

  60-70 lbs            222.00  272.00 

  70-80 lbs          228.00  230.00 

  80-90 lbs          215.00  240.00 

  90-110 lbs         205.00  227.00 

  110-130 lbs        205.00  230.00 
  130-150 lbs        207.00  207.00 

 SLAUGHTER EWES: Good  2-3 

  80-120 lbs           85.00    113.00 

  120-160 lbs             85.00  115.00

  200-300 lbs        85.00    92.00 

 BUCKS 

  160-200 lbs        95.00    95.00 

  200-300 lbs        67.00      95.00 

 SLAUGHTER KIDS:  Select 1, by head, est.  
  20-40 lbs          160.00  175.00 

  60-80 lbs          255.00  260.00 

 SLAUGHTER NANNIES/DOES: 
 Select 1, by head, est.   

  80-130 lbs         220.00  240.00 

 SLAUGHTER BUCKS/BILLIES: Select 1 

  100-150 lbs        255.00  305.00 

  150-250 lbs          330.00  365.00 
 

NEW HOLLAND, PA. HOG AUCTION 
Per cwt.  

52-56   250-300 lbs       51.00    56.00 
      300-350 lbs       49.00   55.00 
48-52    200-300 lbs       45.00   51.00 
      300-350 lbs       45.00   49.00 
Sows, US 1-3 
      300-500 lbs     39.00   46.00 
      500-800 lbs     46.00   50.00 
Boars   200-300 lbs     35.00   41.00 
      400-900 lbs     12.00   16.00 

   
USDA NEAST RETAIL VEAL REPORT 

Per lb. June 10, 2016 

SHLDR BLADE CHOPS       4.99     5.99 
SHLDR RND BONE CHOPS   6.39      6.39 
RIB CHOPS                        19.99    19.99 
LOIN CHOPS                      9.99    12.99 
LEG CUTLETS                     9.99      9.99 
SCALLOPINI                       10.99    10.99 
STEW MEAT                        6.99      6.99 

 MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION                         
Middlefield, CT -  June 13, 2016  

 

Bob Calves:         LOW          HIGH   
45-60 lbs.            62.00            64.00 
61-75 lbs.            85.00      110.00 
76-90 lbs.        150.00    155.00 
91-105 lbs.       157.50    160.00 
106 lbs. & up      162.00    165.00 
Farm Calves      175.00      190.00 
Starter Calves        55.00        60.00 
Veal Calves         170.00      205.00 
Open Heifers          85.00           125.00 
Beef Heifers           86.00       100.00 
Feeder Steers          100.00        110.00 
Beef Steers         99.00      100.00 
Stock Bulls        n/a      n/a 
Beef Bulls         104.00           122.00 
Replacement Cows    n/a      n/a 
Replacement Heifers    n/a      n/a 
Boars           n/a      n/a 
Sows             n/a      n/a 
Butcher Hogs           n/a      n/a 
Feeder Pigs  each       n/a        n/a 
Sheep  each           60.00    260.00 
Lambs each         45.00    290.00 
Goats each           100.00     220.00 
Kid Goats each            n/a        n/a 
Canners           up to          78.00 
Cutters           79.00         82.00 
Utility Grade Cows     83.00          86.00 
Rabbits each          5.00          25.00 
Chickens each         4.00        27.00 
Ducks each           13.00     65.00 

   
NORTHEAST EGGS/USDA 

          Per doz. Grade A and Grade A white  
          in cartons to retailers (volume buyers)  
  
  

  XTRA LARGE            .43          .60 
  LARGE            .37         .51 
  MEDIUM            .30       .43 
 

      NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS 
                  Per doz. Grade A brown in  
          carton delivered store door. (Range) 
 

  XTRA LARGE         .94        1.19 
  LARGE            .86       1.05 
  MEDIUM            .50        .59 
  SMALL               .47        .56 
 
    

USDA RETAIL SHELL EGG  
USDA Graded. Unit per dozen or as marked 

 GRADE A-REGULAR 
 WHITE, LARGE       .66      1.50 
 WHITE, LG, 18PK    1.99      1.99 
 WHITE, MED        .50      1.00 
 GRADE A-ORGANIC: 
 BROWN,ORGANIC, LG 2.49      5.99 
 GRADE A-OTHER SPECIALTY: 
 WHITE, OMEGA-3, LG 1.99      3.19 
 WHT,CAGE-FREE,LG  1.99      1.99 
 BRWN,CAGE-FREE,LG 2.50      3.50 
 BRWN,VEG FED, LG  2.50      2.50 
 GRADE AA–REGULAR: 
 WHITE, LARGE       .99      1.50 
 WHITE, LG, 18PK    1.48      1.48 
 WHITE, MED        .88        .88 
 
  

  WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES   
 Boston Terminal and Wholesale Grower Prices  

        NEW ENGLAND GROWN         
    
                     LOW    HIGH   
      ALFALFA SPROUTS, 12-4OZ        16.00 16.50 
  ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5 LBS   14.00  14.00 
  BEAN SPROUTS, 10 LBS       5.00     6.00 
  BEAN SPROUTS, 12-12 OZ    12.00  15.00 
  FIDDLEHEADS, 10 LBS        45.00    50.00 
  LETTUCE, BOSTON, 12           8.00    8.00 
  LETTUCE, BOSTON, 24        20.00  20.00 
  LETTUCE, RED/GRN LEAF, 12    8.00     8.00 
  LETTUCE, RED/GRN LEAF, 24    20.00  20.00 
  LETTUCE, ROMAINE, 12          8.00    8.00 
  LETTUCE, ROMAINE, 24       20.00  20.00 
  PARSNIPS, 18–1 LB BAGS    22.00  23.00 
  PEAS, ENGLISH, BU       50.00  50.00 
  PEAS, SNOW, 1/2 BU       20.00  20.00 
  PEAS, SUGAR SNAP, 1/2 BU   20.00  20.00 
  RHUBARB,OPEN FIELD, 20LBS 35.00  35.00 
  STRAWBERRIES, 8-1 QT     26.00  32.00 
  TOM,CHRY,GHSE,ONVINE,5 LB 16.00  18.00  
  TOMS,CHERRY,GHSE, 8-10 OZ 24.00  26.00  
  TOMS,HEIRLOOM,GHS,10 LBS 24.00  25.00 
  TOMS,ONVINE, GHSE,11 LBS  12.00  14.00 
  TOMS,GHSE,VINERIPE, 25 LBS 15.00  15.00 
   

SHIPPED IN 
  APRICOTS, CA, 2 LYR, 80S   26.00  26.00 
  ASPARAGUS,NJ, LARGE, 28 LB 54.00  56.00 
  BEANS,GREEN,GA,MCH PK,BU 18.00  20.00 
  BEANS,WAX, GA, MCH PK, BU  38.00  40.00 
  BEETS, RED, NJ, BUNCH, 12   15.00  16.00 
  BEETS, GOLD, TX, 25 LBS    20.00  20.00 
  BLUEBERRIES, NC,12-1PT      24.00  28.00 
  BLUEBERRY, NC, 8-18OZ    20.00  22.00  
  BOK CHOY, NJ, 1-7/8       30.00  30.00 
  BOKCHOY,BABY, FL, 1.5 BU   26.00  30.00 
  CABBAGE, GREEN, NJ, 1-3/4BU 15.00  15.00 
  CABBAGE, RED, NJ, 1-3/4BU   18.00  18.00 
  CHERRY,CA,16 LBS,9.5,BAGS  55.00  65.00 
  CHINESE CABBAGE, NJ, 1.3BU 18.00  24.00 
  COLLARDS, NJ,12 BNCH     13.00  13.00 
   CORN, BICOLOR, GA,4-41/2 DZ 14.00  16.00 
  CUKES, NJ, MED, WAXED, 1-1/9 28.00 28.00   
  DAIKON,W/TOPS,NJ,1-1/9,12   25.00  25.00 
  DANDELION, NJ, 12 BNCH    18.00  18.00 
  ENDIVE, NJ, 1.3 BU, 24      14.00    14.00 
  ESCAROLE, NJ, 1.3 BU, 24     18.00  18.00 
  GARLIC, ELEPHNT,CA, 10 LBS 42.00  42.00 
  GRAPE,SUGRAONE,SDLS,18LB 30.00 30.00 
  KOHLRABI, NJ, BNCH, 12    18.00  18.00 
  LEEKS, NJ, 12           18.00  18.00 
  MACHE, GHSE, PA, 3 LBS    12.00  12.00 
  MESCULIN MIX, CA, 3 LBS      6.50    7.50 
  MESCULIN MIX, ORG, CA, 3LBS   8.00    9.00 
  MUSTARD GRNS, GA, BNCH, 24 14.00  16.00 
  NECTARINE,CA,60-64SZ, 25LB 24.00  25.00 
  PARSLEY, PLAIN, NJ, 60     16.00  20.00 
  PEACHES, SC, 2-1/4”, 1/2 BU   14.00  14.00 
  PEPPER,GRN,JBO,GA,1-1/9 BU 15.00  17.00 
  PLUMS, BLK, CA, 28 LBS, 40-45 28.00  28.00 
  RADISHES, NJ, BNCH, 2 DOZ  14.00  15.00 
  RASPBERRIES, CA, LG, 12-6OZ 20.00  24.00 
  SPINACH, FLAT, NJ, BNCH, 24   15.00 17.00 
  SQUASH,YELLW,NC,MD,1/2 BU  14.00 15.00 
  SQUASH,YELLW,GA,SM,1/2 BU  14.00 16.00 
  SWISS CHARD, RED, CA, 12    16.00  18.00  
  TURNIP,PRPLE TOP,CA, 25 LBS 14.00  18.00 
  ZUCCHINI, NJ, MD, 1/2 BU     12.00 12.00 



FOR SALE 

1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first 
independent NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. 
Christmas tree growers, beekeepers, sheep breeders, organ-
ic farmers and all others, call us for all your insurance needs. 
800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com 

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we 
do it all. Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or   
www.bludon.com 

3-R.  Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer 
control, gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491
-2290. 

4-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, 
egg cases, 30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm 860-376-
2227. 

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, en-
dorsed by the CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm 
insurance and get better protection. References available 
from satisfied farmers. Call Marci today at 203-444-6553. 

45-R. Retiring from farming. Greenhouse and vegetable 
equipment for sale. www.wagonroadgreenhouse.com for pic-
tures and details.  

47-R. For Sale: Model 580B backhoe loader. $4,500.00.  
Ford 8N. $1,000.00. Sylvan Tetrault 860-684-3458. 

49-R. For Sale: Parts for Grimm hay tedders. Also, rough 
lumber. Sylvan Tetrault. 860-684-3458.  

67-R. 99 Dart Hill Road, South Windsor. 5.5 acres, Rural 
Residential. Fully approved building lot with sewer available, 
well required. Ideal for horses, ambitious gardener, agricultur-
al or home business. 800 foot driveway. Creative owner fi-
nancing available. $248,000.00. Annette Griffin, Berkshire 
Hathaway Home Services N.E. Properties. 860-604-7845.  

68-R. JD MT mower, side delivery rake, tedder, PTO pul-
ley, ground plow, snow plow. Two NH balers #66, parts. 860-
617-4002. 

69-R. Sweet corn available June 29. Latte & Expresso no 
Temptation. Contact Barbara Higgins @ 860-508-5811. 

70-R. Kubota RCK6027BA Mower Deck easy mount fits 
Kubota B7800. Excellent condition. $1,500.00. Ken Scappini 
203-592-6530. 

72-R. Ashley McCullough proudly representing Farm 
Family, a company that has been providing clients with relia-
ble service for more than 60 years. Let me help you with your 
insurance needs. Specializing in Farm, Business, Home and 
Life Insurance. Get a quote today. Ash-
ley.McCullough@Farm-Family.com or 401-397-1050.  

WANTED 

17-R. Standing timber wanted. Hardwood/Softwood. Top 
prices paid. Licensed and insured. 10 acre minimum. 860-
798-4039.  

71-R. Bee keepers wanted to keep bees in buckwheat 
field. West Suffield and East Windsor area. 860-490-0874.  

MISCELLANEOUS 

6-R. Farm/Land specializing in land, farms, and all types 
of Real Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricul-
tural experience and 40 years of finance.  Representing both 
Buyers and Sellers.  Call Clint Charter of Wallace-Tetreault 
Realty (860) 644-5667.  

 

(Continued from Page 1)  
keep up with the number of cases.   
 “It’s amazing that the state of Connecticut has set 
something up like this,” he said. “It helps the horse and 
it helps the inmates and I imagine there’s a lot of heal-
ing on both sides.”  
 The Thomas’ purchased Francisca and Rosalind, two 
large Friesans, a breed that they say they love for their 
combination of strength, intelligence and a gentle per-
sonality. Those qualities are exactly what they are 
looking for in a therapy horse.  
 “I think for the soldiers it’s something about being 
around such a powerful creature that could hurt you if it 
wanted to - but they don’t,” Dan said.  “It gives them a 
certain peace. I know both myself and Amy have found 
a lot of peace through the horses. They have this emo-
tional attachment where they can look you in the eyes 
and almost talk to you with their eyes.”   
 The great majority of the horses seized from the East 
Hampton breeder were severely malnourished and suf-
fering from various other ailments.    
 Dan also believes that soldiers who have endured 
combat also feel a kinship with horses that have been 
rescued from neglect or abuse.  
 “They both know what it’s like to go through hell and 
come out the other side,” he said. 
 Amy said she was overwhelmed at the beauty of the 
two horses they were taking home, where she said she 
plans to spend her days gradually working with them 
until they are acclimated and ready to be ridden in their 
therapy program.   
  “It will take some time but eventually we will earn 
their trust,” she said. “We feel really blessed.”  
       MILFORD OYSTER BED SHUT DOWN TO  
        PROTECT PUBLIC FROM CONSUMING      
              CONTAMINATED SHELLFISH  
 The potential health threat of contaminated shellfish 
being consumed by the public prompted the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to close an oyster bed in Long Is-
land Sound off the coast of Milford after an incident 
that led to the arrest of a boat captain accused of ille-
gally transplanting contaminated oysters into the bed 
of healthy, market-ready oysters.  
 The approximately 80-acre bed east of the mouth of 
the Housatonic River is leased by Briarpatch Enterpris-
es, Inc., of Milford, which owns the Joseph Julius oys-
ter boat that on June 7 was observed by an officer with 
the Dept. of Energy and Environmental Protection do-
ing the illegal transplanting. 
 Under Briarpatch’s shellfishing license issued by the 
Dept. of Agriculture, the contaminated oysters – har-
vested from the nearby Housatonic River just south of 
a sewage-treatment plant - were supposed to be trans-
planted only to a separate, designated bed for six 
months in order to cleanse and be safe to eat. 
 That “relay” step is required because shellfish  
          (Continued on Page 4)  
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concentrate bacteria and viruses associated with 
effluent discharged from sewage treatment 
plants, which can cause illness in people if they 
are eaten.   
 Instead, officials allege, boat Capt. Don Harla-
cher was observed transplanting the oysters into 
the bed of market-ready oysters east of the 
mouth of the Housatonic River.  
 Harlacher was issued a misdemeanor sum-
mons for Violation of Shellfish License.  
He is scheduled to appear in Milford Superior 
Court on July 10. 
 The cease-and-desist order issued to Bri-
arpatch today by Agriculture Commissioner Ste-
ven K. Reviczky prohibits the company from har-
vesting or transplanting any oysters in the bed in 
question.  
 “Protecting the public’s health by ensuring the 
safety of food is a core part of the Dept. of Agri-
culture’s mission,” Reviczky said. “Laws regard-
ing how and where shellfish are harvested are 
vital to preventing illness in people, and this case 
demonstrates that the state will be vigilant in en-
forcing those statutes. The shellfish industry in 
Connecticut remains a valued part of our state’s 
identity and our economy.  Unfortunately, as a 
result of the alleged violations by one company, 
these actions taken today by the agency are 
necessary to potentially prevent contaminated 
shellfish from reaching the market.” 
 The cease-and-desist order also instructs Bri-
arpatch to appear at a June 16 hearing at the 
Dept. of Agriculture, where the company will 
have the opportunity to show why Harlacher’s 
actions did not result in imminent and substantial 
harm to public health. 

Top: Retired Army officers Dan and Amy Thomas being inter-
viewed by reporters as they picked up two horses (seen on 

Page 1) that they purchased through a Dept. of Agriculture auc-
tion for use in their horse-therapy program for military veterans 

in Alabama. Above: Some of the other auctioned horses.  


